
 

FATHER ZALVIDEA’S EXPEDITION, 1806 

Report of an expedition to the interior by Father José María de Zalvidea 

From 19 July to 14 August of 1806 

 (Santa Barbara Arch., IV: 49-68) 

Saturday, July 19, 1806. The expedition left Santa Barbara in order to carry out the 

orders of the Governor contained in his official letter of the 10th of this month. 

On the morning of this day we left Santa Barbara and in the afternoon arrived at the 

mission of Santa Ynez. 

July 20. This day, after Mass, we left Santa Ynez, going toward the north. At three 

leagues we reached the remains of the village called Jonatas; after another three 

leagues from this village there is the village of Saca whose Indians are Christians of 

Santa Ynez. At five leagues from this village we came upon another, called Olomosong, 

consisting of three houses. In this village there are living 2 old women and 4 young 

women with the chief. Here I baptized 2 old women, one of eighty years, the other of 

seventy. To the first I gave the name of Maria Dominga and to the second Maria 

Geronima. 

July 21. This morning we left the village of Olomosong, going north, and at four leagues 

we came to a village of five houses inhabited by 4 men and 7 women. In this village, 

called Gecp, I baptized 2 old women of eighty to ninety years. The first I called Maria 

Josefa and the second Josefa Maria. Today my interpreter had to go back on account 

of illness and I was left with another from Mission San Fernando, who also asked to be 

relieved. All the road today has been through broken mountains, through which ran an 

insignificant arroyo. We slept in a valley in which there was a small stream of water. 

July 22. Very early in the morning we set out toward the north. At the beginning of our 

journey we had to climb a mountain by a very bad path. Soon we came out upon some 

plains and
1
 at two leagues we reached the village of Talihuilimit where I baptized 3 old 



women, the first of sixty years, one of whose legs was paralyzed. To her I gave the 

name Maria Magdalena. This woman has a son at Santa Ynez. The second might have 

been sixty-five years old, and had been bitten in the hip by a bear. To her I gave the 

name Maria Marta. She has a Christian son at La Purisima. The third whom I baptized 

might have been over one hundred years old and I called her Maria Francisca. The 

village may contain 25 heathen Indians. In the afternoon we traveled toward the east 

and at six leagues found the village of Lisahua.
2
 This village consists of 28 heathens of 

whom I baptized 5: 4 extremely old women, and 1 old man. The women I named Maria 

Juana, Juana Maria, Maria Antonia, and Antonia Maria; the man I named Juan. Near 

this village flows a stream of water like that at Mission San Fernando. The land is arid 

and saline. There is no grass or timber. 

July 23. This day at dawn we left the village of Lisahua, going toward the east, and at 

four leagues we found a village called Cuia, with nine houses and 14 men, 19 women, 8 

children, all heathen. I baptized here 5 old women and 2 old men: the women I named 

Maria Ambrosia, Ambrosia Maria, Maria Antonia, Antonia Maria, Nicolosa, and the 

men Ambrosio and Nicolas. Near the village are three small springs which are of little 

consequence. The land is arid, saline, and without any timber in the vicinity. 

Four leagues south of this village is the village of Siguecin. The latter has 10 men, 19 

women, and a few children. I baptized here two old women, one of more than one 

hundred, the other of seventy, years of age. The first I called Anastacia and the second 

Rafaela. In these two last villages there are two little wells. The country is arid and 

alkaline and there are no trees in the neighborhood. We went back to sleep at the 

village of Lisahua. 

July 24. Early in the morning we started out toward the east. At two leagues we came 

upon a salt marsh, a cross made of logs, and a wild horse. At four leagues we reached 

the village of Sgene.
3
 This village consists of 7 men, 16 women, and 3 children. I 

baptized 3 old women of seventy to eighty years old and one man of the same age. 

The names of the baptized were as follows: Maria Agustina, Agustina Maria, Maria 

Francisca, and Francisco Solano. Seven leagues east of this village we encountered the 

village called Malapoa,
4
 which has 29 men, 22 women, and 8 children. I baptized at this 



village an old woman of eighty years and named her Maria Rufina. The territory 

covered today is arid, without herbage or trees. In the afternoon of this day I went out 

with the Lieutenant and a few soldiers to a little settlement of Indians belonging to the 

village of Napolea, the settlement being three leagues from the village. There is a small 

spring one league from the village of Napolea and on the way from Napolea to the 

little settlement there are lands good for sowing crops. One can see mountains which 

have a few pine trees and in the near-by hills there is some pasturage. In the little 

ranch mentioned I baptized five old women and one old man, their names being 

respectively Maria Lucia, Lucia Maria, Maria Dominga, Dominga Maria, Fernandina, 

and Fernando. A league away from this settlement one sees a range of mountains on 

which pine forests are growing. 

July 25. Today after Mass we took our way in a northerly direction and at eight leagues 

came to the village of Buenavista, consisting,
5
 according to the statement of the 

Indians, of 36 men, 144 women, and 38 children. This village is on the shore of a lake 

eight leagues long and five leagues wide. The Indians travel on rafts [balsas] on the 

lake. The source of the latter is a big river which divides into three branches, and then 

all these branches join again to form the lake. I baptized in the village of Buenavista 

one old woman of ninety years and named her Antonina. The Indians say that a day 

and a half journey from Buenavista is a crossing to the other side of the lake. We spent 

the night two leagues from Buenavista. 

July 26. Today after Mass we traveled till noon to the east along the shore of the lake. 

After noon we went northward. The area covered in the morning consisted of 

extensive plains. In quality the land is alkaline. The shore of the lake is completely 

covered with a great deal of tule. Elsewhere, and in the hills bordering the plains, I saw 

neither pasturage nor watering places. 

After noon we went north over wide plains and the- 246 - latter have a little grass. At 

dark we arrived at a village on the extremity of the lake called Sisupistu. We were 

accompanied by several Indians from Buenavista. As soon as the Indians of the village 

at the end of the lake saw the others coming they fled from their village to a tule 

swamp near by. At the same time their warriors caused an uproar by firing a spear at 



the chief of the Buenavista Indians. The cause of the excitement was the arrival of the 

Buenavista Indians, who were enemies of the others; of all this we were in ignorance. 

As soon as I discovered the reason for the riot I managed to talk to the chief of the 

village of Sisupistu and convince him that we came to be his friends and we did not 

know that the Indians of Buenavista were his enemies. I called together the two hostile 

chiefs and made them become friends and soon everything quieted down. We slept 

within sight of the village and the Buenavista Indians remained all night in our camp. In 

order that there might be no conflict among the natives I collected the bows and 

arrows carried by the Buenavista Indians. The night passed quietly and on the next day 

I returned the weapons. After having made presents to the Buenavista Indians I told 

them to go back to their village (which indeed they did) and exhorted them to keep 

peace between the two villages. Both chiefs gave their word that henceforth they 

would not fight with each other. 

I saw in the village of Sisupistu from 50 to 60 men and a few women, but since at this 

season most of the Indians are away gathering their harvests it was not possible to 

determine the exact number of inhabitants of either village. Moreover, although they 

are questioned repeatedly, they usually do not tell the truth. I counted the houses of 

the Indians of this village [Sisupistu] and found 28, from which your Reverence may 

infer the approximate number of people. 

July 27. In the morning, after Mass, we went to the village and there I baptized an old 

woman whom I named Maria Anna. At 8:30 in the morning we left the village and went 

eastward. After one league we came upon an old woman, in a little hut, who was at 

her last breath, destitute of all human assistance. After having labored very hard to 

revive her, so that I might make her a Christian, I finally attained my desire and named 

her Maria Gertrudis: two hours after baptism she surrendered her soul to its Creator. 

This morning we traveled about four leagues over arid, slightly grassy plains. Soon we 

entered a valley and after a further two leagues we established our camp
6
 with the 

intention of staying in it several days so as to explore the country, which merited some 

attention. In the afternoon we examined some of the valley. We discovered some large 

plains which have some grass. All this territory is similar in character to that around 



Mission San Gabriel. We saw a few little streams of water, and then returned to our 

camp. 

[July 28]. This morning I went out with the Lieutenant and some soldiers to explore the 

lands and watercourses in the environs of the camp. A quarter of a league from the 

starting point we found a stream which carried a good quantity of water, substantially 

the same amount as the creek at Mission San Gabriel. A gunshot from the creek is a hill 

heavily covered with oaks and live oaks; the stream runs through land well suited to 

cultivation. A quarter of an hour from this creek is another one which has an 

equivalent amount of arable land. The latter stream could support two irrigation 

ditches. Half a league beyond it is still another which contains about twice as much 

water as the last one, but the water disappears at a distance of two gunshots. Going 

down this stream bed for two leagues one finds another creek [the fourth] which runs 

from between two hills and has no land fit for cultivation. In addition to the creeks 

mentioned there is another [the fifth] which has land good for crops and could support 

an irrigation ditch. There are also in the vicinity some swamps. 

The position of the area explored this morning is as follows. From north to south it is 

surrounded by hills which make a semicircle. It is seven leagues distant from the end of 

the lake and the plains are much larger than those of the Mission Santa Clara. All this 

territory is covered with a species of herb which has a little stem with a yellow flower, 

the stalk being no more than a quarter [of a yard] high. All the hills which encircle this 

area have also a little herbage such that, although the vegetation is not dense, the 

great extent of the plains will make it possible to maintain twelve thousand head of 

cattle. There is also in the vicinity of this site a mountain range covered with pine 

forest. The place where we established camp is called Tupai. To the north of this range 

are several Indian villages, according to what they say. 

July 29. This morning I went out with the Sergeant, Corporal, and seven soldiers 

toward the village of Tacui,
7
 while the others stayed in camp. At three leagues we 

came to a stream of water which runs out of the canyon called the Grapevine. This 

watercourse discharges onto some plains which are similar in character to those of San 

Gabriel. On the plain itself the stream could supply two irrigation ditches. On the other 



side of Grapevine Canyon there is a mountain range which has much pine. At one 

league from the creek the village of Tacui lies in a valley. It consists of twenty-three 

souls. There I baptized two old men whom I named Fernando and Ramon. At sunset 

we returned to the camp. 

July 30. This day we spent in camp so that the horses might recuperate, for they had 

been very badly used. 

July 31. At four o’clock in the afternoon we went north and at four leagues we stopped 

for the night. These four leagues have been over pure plains with a little grass. But this 

night there was no water. 

August 1. At dawn we started our journey northward. At five leagues we came upon 

the village of the rivers, or Yaguelame.
8
 These rivers, which we saw were two, are close 

to the village. The first is about 16 yards across and 1 yard deep. Very close is the 

other, which will measure 7 yards across and 1/3 of a yard deep. These rivers come 

from a big river which emerges from a range of mountains. The big river divides into 

the two branches described and another which goes by a different route, and this the 

Indians say is smaller, and at times dries up. From these rivers is formed the Lake of 

the Tulares, which I have described. Three leagues below this village the rivers reunite 

and form the lake. In the three leagues there is a great forest of cottonwood. All the 

territory covered this morning is alkaline, and with some grass. The cottonwood forest 

has considerable foliage and also grass. To the north of the village one can see nothing 

but bare hills. 

At two days’ journey from this village is located the tribe of Bald Indians, consisting of 

thirteen villages, all to the north of this village [Yaguelame]. In the latter I counted 92 

men from seven to forty years of age, from which I conclude that the village of the 

rivers contains at least 300 souls. All these villages volunteer themselves for baptism, 

provided that missions are founded in their territory. The chiefs promise to become 

the first Christians and some of them say to me: “Why do you not come without delay 

to establish missions in our lands?” They all appear to be good people and show 

themselves to be of excellent spirit. Several of the Indians accompanied us, showing us 



the trails and serving us in all ways asked of them. In all directions from the village of 

the rivers,- 247 - say the Indians, are other Indian villages. 

August 2. This morning we left the village of the rivers, going south. After three leagues 

we stopped. The Indians relate that from a village called Majagua on the Colorado 

River other Indians continually come to trade with them. They take ten days to make 

the trip and on the road one finds no water. 

August 3. At two o’clock in the afternoon we set out to the southward. A little later in 

the afternoon we passed the end of the lake
9
 and one league farther on we stopped 

for the night. All the land this afternoon has consisted of immense plains which have a 

little pasturage. Thus from the end of the lake to the rivers eight thousand head of 

cattle could be maintained. 

August 4. In the morning of this day we went on southward. At four leagues we 

entered a canyon where some years ago the Indians killed two soldiers. At the 

entrance of this canyon a stream of water flows out, carrying a quantity equal to that 

of the San Gabriel River. Soon we came to a village of five houses, called Taslupi,
10

 but 

at present there are no Indians living on it. This stream emerges onto some flats, which 

are sandy and gravelly. The water is somewhat saline, but nevertheless not so seriously 

as to prevent its’ being potable. Part of both morning and afternoon we traveled 

through the above-mentioned canyon. It is five leagues distant from the village at the 

end of the lake, the same distance from Buenavista, and seven leagues from the rivers. 

Along the canyon there is a range of hills widely covered with a pine forest. 

August 5. This morning I went out with the Lieutenant and some soldiers to investigate 

a watering place seen previously by the Lieutenant. All the morning and part of the 

afternoon we traveled along a pine-covered range over a very bad trail. Two o’clock in 

the afternoon arrived and the watering place was still far distant for we would have to 

traverse still another range of hills in order to reach it. The animals were exhausted. 

The weather was stormy, with thunder, hail, and rain. For these reasons we decided to 

return to the camp and abandon the search for the watering place. 



August 6. At dawn of this day we began to go eastward through the entire length of 

the canyon. At the end of the afternoon we found a little bog with a small quantity of 

water. This whole canyon is surrounded on all sides by pine forest. 

August 7. This morning I went out with the Sergeant and seven soldiers to the village of 

Casteque. We found no Indians for they were all away at their fields of Guata. 

August 8. On the morning of this day we began our journey by going eastward and at 

five leagues came to a marsh which had near by some lands covered with a little 

pasturage. In the afternoon we arrived at a wide valley
11

 and went about seven 

leagues over level country. Eventually we stopped for the night in this valley, there 

being no water at all. 

August 9. At dawn we covered the whole valley, going eastward. This valley is sixteen 

leagues long and in all this expanse there is no watering place to be found. Beyond the 

valley is the mountain range of San Gabriel.
12

 In the afternoon of this day we went two 

leagues and stopped to sleep near a gully with plenty of water. This creek has no land 

suitable for cultivation. Near it we saw two little huts in which six Indians were staying 

on account of their Guata crops. 

August 10. After Mass we resumed our journey and went all day through hills adjacent 

to the San Gabriel Mts. At noon we saw the remains of a village and a few wells. One 

league farther on we came upon a stream full of water but without land for cultivation 

nor much pasturage in its vicinity. In the afternoon we traveled about six leagues 

through hilly country and in all this distance there was no watering place. 

August 11. At dawn of this day we set out toward the east. At seven leagues we came 

to the village of Atongai; a league and a half from this village there is a swamp full of 

water. There are lands which, if watered, would yield grain. Around the village pine 

forests are visible. The village consists of 32 men, 36 women, and 15 children. At four 

leagues from this village is the village of Guapiabit in which we stayed for the night. 

August 12. Today we rested at Guapiabit. The village has 19 men, 16 women, and 11 

children. I baptized here 3 old women and 2 old men. I gave the names Juan and 



Antonio to the men and Juana, Antonia, and Clara to the women. Two leagues from 

this village there is a hill covered with pine forest, and near the village is a well filled 

with water and land moist enough to support crops. To the south, the other side of the 

mountains, there are villages of Indians. At the village of Atongai I baptized 2 old men 

and 3 old women, to whom I gave the names Maria Ignacia, Maria Ramona, Maria 

Dominga, Ignacio, and Ramon. 

August 13. This morning we left Guapiabit, going toward the west, and at four leagues 

reached the village Moscopiabit, in which we saw 15 to 18 adult heathen and a few 

children. I baptized 2 old women whom I named Francisca and Ambrosia. At four 

leagues from this village we found a village of five houses which was uninhabited. Two 

leagues from the latter runs a big stream and, according to what I was told, this stream 

runs into the Santa Ana River. At a short distance from the creek we spent the night. 

August 14. This morning we set out in the same direction as the previous day. At two 

leagues we came upon a very old Indian who could hardly walk. Having instructed him 

in everything necessary to baptism, and he having voluntarily accepted the Holy Rite I 

proceeded to baptize him on the trail where we found him. He did not know from 

what village he came. He said he lived with another Indian, and no more could we 

ascertain. 

At four leagues from the place where we had slept the last night we came to a stream 

filled with water and well provided with lands for crops. Two leagues beyond we found 

another of the same sort and with the same amount of water as the last one. Near this 

watering place is the village of Guapiana. There we found several children from San 

Gabriel. I baptized an old woman and called her Gabriela. To the old man this morning 

I gave the name.... In the baptisms which I have performed I have undertaken to make 

a prior judgment with reference to the condition in which those to be baptized found 

themselves, so as to preserve consistently the significance of baptism. All those 

baptized embraced the ceremony voluntarily, after having been instructed in the 

dogmas of our Holy Faith and having previously made public and private avowal of the 

principal mysteries of our religion and the repudiation of their past sins. 



This night we entered San Gabriel, and as attestation I sign. 

Fray José María de Zalvidea 
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1 On July 20 the party went from Santa Ynez Mission- 283 - north to Jonatas, at Las Olivas, 
then to Saca on Alamo Pintado Cr. The next village, Olomosong, was probably on the Sisquoc 
R. near the 120th meridian. After 4 leagues further travel they reached Gecp, apparently on the 
south slope of the Sierra Madre range, because after climbing a mountain they came out onto 
plains, no doubt the Cuyama V., in approximately T 10 N, R 28 W (San Bernardino base line). 
Two leagues to the east was Talihuilimit. 

2 Lisahua was probably in lower Salisbury Canyon in T 9 N, R 26 W. Cuia may have been in 
lower Santa Barbara Canyon, T 9 N, R 25 W. Siguecin would then have been 12-15 mi. up the 
canyon to the south. 

3 The party evidently bore more to the north and found Sgene somewhere in lower Cuyama V., 
T 10 N, R 25 W. 

4 Malapoa is located by Gifford and Schenck (1926) as on Bitterwater Cr. It is identified by 
them with Hoschiu of the Yokuts tribe, Tulamni. All the preceding villages were Tokya 
Chumash (see Kroeber, 1925, pl. 47). Nopalea can have been on either Bitterwater or Santiago 
Cr. 

5 Buenavista can have been 8 leagues north of either Bitterwater or Santiago Cr. It is identified 
by Gifford and Schenck as Tilamniu, which Kroeber (1925, pl. 47) puts on the western or 
northwestern end of the lake. Sisupistu is considered to be Pohalin Tinliu at the southeast corner 
of Kern L. The big river is of course the Kern. 

6 Six leagues from Sisupistu would have brought Zalvidea to the mouth of either Tejon or El 
Paso Cr. at the edge of the foothills. In the reconnaissance of July 28 the group explored the 
lower courses of El Paso, Tejon, and Pastoria creeks. Tupai is placed doubtfully by Gifford and 
Schenck at Tejon Ranch on El Paso Cr. 

7 The party apparently doubled back west past Grapevine Cr. to Tacui which was undoubtedly 
Tecuya on Tecuya Cr. 



                                                                                                                                                                          
8 Nine leagues north of Tecuya, on the Kern R. was Yaguelame, which Gifford and Schenck 
think was either Loasau or Woilo. My preference is the latter since Loasau was on Kern L. 
rather than the river and since Woilo is very close to 9 leagues from Tecuya. 

9 The eastern end of Kern L. in T 32 S, R 28 E (Mt. Diablo base line). 

10 Gifford and Schenck place Taslupi on Tejon Cr. This conforms with the distances given. 
However it is more likely to have been Pastoria on Grapevine Cr. since the party arrived at 
Castaic, at the head of Grapevine Cr., on August 7. 

11 Antelope V. 

12 The San Gabriel Mts. The party crossed the mountains and went southwest to San Gabriel 
Mission. Several villages of the Serrano Indians were seen but the area concerned is well 
beyond the limits of the San Joaquin V. 

 


