
 

Entries in the diary of Bruno de Heceta y Dudagoitia regarding his stay in 

Trinidad Bay (9 - 18 June, 1775)   
 

 

From Hezeta, Bruno de; Beals, Herber Kyle (1985). For Honor & Country: the diary of Bruno de 

Hezeta. Western Imprints, Oregon Historical Society, pp. 62-73. 

 

9th 

I continued exploring the coast following the same course. At one-thirty, I sighted three 

canoes of Indians who were diligently attempting to approach this ship. I shortened sail and 

they arrived, all naked and with their hair in disarray. In a short time they had exchanged with 

the sailors hide clothing that they had carried hidden. In a little while they pushed off and 

followed our course into the harbor, where I anchored at 3:30 in the afternoon shortly after the 

schooner. I proceeded to sound an enclosed port formed by a small peninsula into which I 

determined to warp.
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 This task was finished on the following day at two in the morning, finding 

ourselves anchored in three-and-one-half to four brazas aft and four brazas forward. 

 

10 th 

 

In the afternoon, I went ashore with the officers and some armed men in order to see if the 

show of friendship by the Indians on the previous day, when they visited this ship, was as real 

as that shown when I visited them on the beach in the company of Don Juan Francisco de la 

Bodega y Quadra and Don Francisco Maurelle. During the visit, we expressed our well wishes by 

presenting them various bead trinkets, part of which I had received from his Majesty's account, 

while others were brought on his own by the above-mentioned Don Francisco for the same 

purpose. I noticed that they were somewhat suspicious that afternoon, although they made no 

attempt to interfere with us. I returned on board before it grew dark, after my crew had 

thoroughly mingled with them. 

 

11th 

 

I determined to take possession on this day for it is the day honoring the Most Holy Trinity, 

At dawn I sent out Don Cristóbal de Revilla with a number of armed men to find the trails that 

connect the mainland to the peninsula that forms this harbor, and to set up a chapel where the 

first mass was to be celebrated with as much ceremony as possible. Complete freedom was 

assured the measures taken to facilitate the divine worship, since the Indians of this vicinity 

never thought of interfering, although in coming down the men were accompanied by some of 

the Indians from the nearby rancherías. In company with the commander of the schooner, the 

reverend fathers, officers, and armed men of both ships, I fixed the cross on the beach, and, 

formed up in military order, we recited the first adoration. Afterward, we continued on the way 

up to the top in the most orderly fashion that the narrow trails would permit, where the chapel 

had been prepared, and took possession without omitting the most meticulous formalities 

stated in my Instructions. The mass was celebrated and the Reverend Father Fray Miguel de la 

Campa delivered a sermon. These proceedings were solemnized by several volleys of gunfire. 

We retumed to our assigned ships which, with banners flying, saluted with three volleys of 

artillery and "Long Live the King." In the afternoon I went to the ranchería where I found them 



overcome with fear, but as we continued to give them presents they cast their fear aside and 

dearly demonstrated to me their desire to establish perpetual friendship with us. I assured 

them of such friendship as long as they maintained the cross which had been set up this 

morning. After pointing out to them why the situation warrants this, they all offered to do so.
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12th 

 

I sent part of the crew to get water and wood accompanied by some armed men who 

remained idle because of the good relations with the Indians. This contributed much to making 

the task easier since it was troublesome to maintain them under arms. Additional 

replenishment is found in abundance on the beach closest to the anchorage, a distance of a 

musket shot from the ships, 

 

13th 

 

During my stay in this port I observed through careful investigation that the daily tides 

ebbed only 3 1/2 Parisian feet. I secured the ship under my charge in sufficient water for it to 

ride in six [brazas?] at low tide, allowing for pitching of the ship. At three in the morning the 

rudder touched bottom, and I withdrew a little, anchoring in four brazas aft. I continued to re-

provision, the same as on the previous day, and to cut a pole for the foretopmast after finding 

the two I had were nearly useless. I will leave until some other occasion to describe the good 

quality of this location for replenishing shortages of this kind, as well as for taking on water. 

 

14th 

 

The entire day was occupied in working on the mast, ballasting the ship and taking on water 

and wood. At review that night it was noticed that two apprentice seamen, José Antonio 

Rodrígues and Pedro Lorenzo, were missing. 

 

15th 

 

I armed some men this morning and in their company went to the ranchería with the 

purpose of investigating the whereabouts of the deserters. The nervousness of the Indians 

made me think they were guilty, and I took into custody the captain of this ranchería and one 

from another who happened to be there, both of whom, with considerable urging, came along 

after a short while. Although still preoccupied by the same unsubstantiated suspicion, I relented 

and returned them ashore, giving them presents on the advice of Don Juan Francisco la Quadra 

and the reverend fathers. 

 

16th 

 

The work of taking on water, wood and ballast went ahead with the same effort, this being 

the first stopover in which I had resupplied. The apprentice seaman, Pedro Lorenzo, one of the 

deserters I mentioned yesterday, returned, and a statement was taken from him. He said: "The 

chief of the Indian ranchería suggested that I stay in their company, offering dominion of all 



those lands with whatever resources were needed for sustenance. Having decided to remain, I 

was led off by the Indians, provided with food and taken under guard to a tree-covered summit 

immediately overlooking the anchorage." But the guards who accompanied him became 

careless and, repenting his crime, he determined to escape, which he in fact did. With my first 

suspicions thus confirmed, I spent time this afternoon with some of the people thinking they 

would return the other deserter to me at the first threats, Paralyzed with fear, they offered 

apologies in great confusion. I made the informer [Lorenzo] come, and in their presence he 

stated that the confession he had made this morning was false. I punished this individual on the 

spot, satisfying the Indians, who throughout the length of my stay continued the same 

expressions of true friendship.
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I continued outfitting for departure, sparing no effort to speed the preparation along, and I 

put the pickets [guards] out to draw a map geometrically. 

 

18
th

 

 

On this day the map of the port was finished, having been drawn up in collaboration with 

the captain of the schooner, Don Juan Francisco de la Quadra, and the first pilot, Don Francisco 

Maurelle. I went in company with the latter to explore a river, which was given the name 

Tórtolas [turtledoves],
4
 and to examine its adjacent fields, forests and so forth. 

 

 
           

The first map of Trinidad Harbor on the northern California coast. Hezeta called it Puerto de la Trinidad, and 

there the expedition remained for ten days from 9 to 19 June. Trinidad Head is at A, where religious services were 

held and a cross erected. The ships anchored in the cove at B. The location of the nearby village of Tsurai is shown 



at C. The place Hezeta called Cañada is marked D at the extreme southeast corner of the map. The map's 

inscription reads: 

Map of the port of Trinidad situated below 40[º] 07[´],  latitude, and in longitude west of San Blas 19 [°] 04['], 

discovered and charted by the commander of this expedition, first lieutenant Don Bruno de [H]ezeta y Dudagoitla, 

second lieutenant Don Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra, and the pilot Don Francisco Maurelle, on the voyage 

of discoveries they made on the northem coasts of California by order of His Excellency, Frey Don Antonio Bucareli 

y Ursúa, Viceroy of New Spain, ín the year 1775. 

A. Mount of the cross C. Indian ranchería 

B. Anchorage D. Ravine 

(“Plano del puerto de la Trinidad...”Archivo General de Indias,MP-MEXICO,531) 

 

The nearby Indians extended the greatest hospitality, and, wanting to return their favors, I 

took most of them on board my launch to repay their good behaviour with glass beads. I went 

down to the nearby ranchería where, with melancholy faces, they were told of the departure 

that was about to take place. I gave them presents, offering to return, at which they showed 

satisfaction.
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During my stay in this port of Trinidad, although occupied in discharging my responsibilities, 

I was not prevented from taking some time off to observe the customs of the lndians of this 

small village, and its neighbors who frequently got together to visit us, as well as to examine the 

advantages offered by this country for agriculture and settlement, in case that is considered. 

The physiognomy of these and neighboring lndians is one of medium plumpness, 

robustness and agility, without beauty among either of the sexes. They are dark complexioned, 

with long, straight hair, and twinkling black eyes; they are beardless. The men wear no clothing 

even to cover their private parts, and only when they are forced by the cold do they cover 

themselves with the well-tanned hides of deer, bison, antelope, bear, or sea otter, and some 

sort of cloaks woven from rabbit skins and such other skins flexible enough to permit their use 

without discomfort.
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The women cover themselves from the waist to the knees with skirts of hide or grass, some 

of which are finished off in different threads as a fringe, and in others they begin and end [in a 

fringe]. Thus, carefully worn, these preserve the modesty that is appropriate to their nature. 

Concerned with personal adornment, like their sex everywhere, they are eager for glass beads; 

but most of them have no great appreciation for flannels and woolens. 

The captains and their sons, on special days, wear on their heads a garland of fine hides, 

grasses, or feathers, which distinguishes them from the rest. 

These Indians are of a peaceable temperament, docile and timid; they love, revere and obey 

the eldest, who governs with his councils. Based on my information, each ranchería is made up 

of only the descendants of these elders. When old age renders a captain useless for war, the 

son most qualified becomes captain. 

My lack of understanding of minerals kept me from searching for them; but, having 

entrusted this concern to two members of the crew who were considered knowledgeable, I was 

informed that in the small area they explored they had seen nothing that promised such a 

discovery. 

Iron is the metal they [the lndians] hold in particular esteem because they know about its 

advantages in the use of weapons. The weapons they use are the arrow, lance, knife or dagger, 

whose points or sharp edges are of well-worked flint. They also use iron knives, which generally 

are carried dangling from the neck on a cord, and which they hold grasped in the hand when 

they are apprehensive. 

With the utmost curiosity, I inquired on several occasions as to where those iron knives had 

come from or with whom they had bartered for them. They all responded unanimously by 



pointing to the coast toward the north, except for one who, with Iively and intelligible signs, 

suggested to us that his had been made from a spike, which came from the fragment of a ship 

the sea had cast on the beach. 

When they go to war or deal with enemies, they paint their face and body black and other 

colors, no doubt believing it makes them more horrible and fearsome. 

They say unequivocally that they have seen no ship in these waters, but they have 

information that ships frequent the coast, pointing to the south. My opinion is that they are 

those that come from Monterey. 

These Indians are engaged in a well-organized economy, hunting wild animals, fishing for 

shellfish or other kinds of fish, with which they sustain themselves collectively. They leave to 

the care of their women the gathering of seeds, wild and fragrant grasses, and small fruit, which 

also serve them for sustenance. They sow only tobacco, which is without benefit of curing—but 

it is not bad tasting.
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Their dwellings are small houses of boards with small oval doors, built so as to keep out the 

winds of the fourth [NW] quadrant which are the coldest and most prevalent. 

They also make use of other subterranean dwellings, in the center of which they maintain a 

fire burning where they offer their sacrifices—although I cannot swear to it.
8
 But I can say that 

they burn their dead and that the eldest among them live here. 

The most diligent efforts have not been enough to enable me to acquaint myself with the 

sect or paganism they follow, and all I know is that the practice of polygamy is unrestrained. 

All of the coast, mountains and fields that I surveyed during my stay in this port of Trinidad 

are covered with a luxuriant growth. Thick, tall, straight pines of the most advantageous quality 

for ships' curved decking, masts and spars, intermixed with middling white poplar, extend right 

down to the beach itself, leaving little space for cultivation. 

There is so much luxuriant pasturage in these forests, as well as in the small meadows, that 

I believe numberless cattle could be maintained without difficulty. The plants I was able to 

identify are wild marjoram, celery, strawberries, mint, honeyberry, verbena, white lilies and 

roses of Castile. Among the trees are mulberry and blackberry bushes that bear fruit, some 

yellow and others purple, as in Spain. But they are less sweet than those there. 

The temperature is colder than in Europe in this latitude, due, I suspect, to the thick, humid 

fogs frequently present in the atmosphere. I have formed the opinion that this is the same 

reason for the abundance of springs. They are encountered everywhere, for in pacing off one 

hundred and eighty tuesas on the beach as a basis for the map I drew, I counted six flowing 

springs, three of them serving to replenish the ships' water supply. I found the water to be 

crystal dear. The river's flow is not heavy in this season. Its water is mixed with that of the sea a 

distance of three to four quarters of a league from its mouth, which is as far up as I went. Its 

width is about five or six tuesas. Inland, its depth permits the floating of the largest launch or 

the heaviest tree trunk that one might want to convey from the neighboring mountains. Only at 

the river's mouth will it be necessary to wait for high tide to enter or leave.  

Various trees of unusual magnitude,
9
 found downed on the landscape adjacent to the river, 

indicate that floods extend out for one-half to three-quarters of a league, inundating the 

nearby lowlands, which appear to me most fertile. 

The port is enclosed, although it does not appear so on the map because the paper does not 

extend far enough. The coast continues from the edge of the map, which location I called 

Cañada [ravine], up to a cape which I named Punta Gorda [fat point],
10

 running NNE—SSW, and 

extending on a line in this direction that will satisfy anyone as to the port's safety. 

Ships should remain moored a distance of eight to ten varas from the shore in the area 



sheltered by the mountain of the cross, and secured with an anchor to the SE, a cable secured 

on shore to the SW, two moorings at the stern, one to the NE and the other to the N, both on 

shore, with the precaution of keeping the stern in five-and-one-half brazas of water at high 

tide. In this manner the SW cable is kept from suffering any abrasion, for this bottom is clear 

while that closer in is full of rocks. Had this information been available in advance I could have 

prevented the loss of a cable, which was ruined despite having it buoyed. 

Shellfish are abundant, but I have not seen any other fish, except for some sardines dried 

without salt, which the Indians gave us in barter. I was not above trading for them because no 

fresh meat was left, except that for the sick, and those of us in the cabin were living on rations 

of jerked beef. 

I attribute the limited yield of the sea to this not being the right season. The few fish that 

are able to remain at this time are hard to catch or are eaten by the sea lions, which are 

numerous, together  with some sea otters. 

The tides in all phases of the moon follow just as in the (Atlantic) Ocean. They have two 

food tides and two ebb tides in twenty-four and four-fifths hours. The flood tides are strongest 

at opposition or full moon; low tides following these are of the same order as on the Cantabrian 

coast.
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 I was not able to verify if this happens during conjunctions [at new moon] because I left 

before that happened. 

The only difference between these tides and those of Europe is that the two that occur in 

twenty-four and four-fifths hours are not equal—the one rising and falling little more that half 

of the other— so that during regular tides the greater rose six to seven Parisian feet and the 

other four to four-and-one-half feet. At opposition [full moon] the higher tide arrived increasing 

to ten feet, and the other to five to six feet. 

Landfalls on these coasts are not dangerous to make—although the calculation of longitude 

suffers from great error—if one is warned before approaching it that about one hundred or 

more leagues out one encounters some aguas malas, as they are called in Europe, and which 

here have the quality of caravels, being rhomboid-shaped, with a crest that looks like a lateen 

sail.
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From seventy leagues out other signs are observed that are named porras, whose shape is 

that of a white squash, with the only difference being that the neck extends ten or twelve feet 

on some, and the head is smaller in relation to those of the squash.
13

 Drawing much nearer the 

land, the sea keeps losing its color, becoming muddy in the vicinity of the coast, so that it looks 

like a mixture of earth and grasses, some connected to floating roots and woven together with 

other things into what is called balsas.
14

 

It is not only these signs that give sure indication the coast is near, but also the birds that 

they call centenares, which become evident at forty leagues. Other birds, that have the shape 

of a parrot, with a black body and red legs and heads, are sighted at a distance of five to six 

leagues.
15

 

The establishment of a port at Trinidad, besides seeming to me to he advantageous to the 

extension of the gospel (the first objective of our sovereign), is a virtual necessity not only to 

secure the convenience it offers to ships of medium size, but also because it would be difficult 

to dislodge any foreigner who might take possession of it. Its location is inviting to such 

foreigners for the establishment of a colony, who could then easily deposit their trade goods in 

the interior of New México, a circumstance that would devolve into well-known detriment to 

the royal treasury. 

The headland of the cross, which I show on the map, is steep in 

character around its entire circumference, its elevation dominating 

all the level countryside. This, together with various springs that 



were seen flowing conspicuously into the sea from this terrain, 

makes it impregnable if a cut were made in the neck of land con- 

necting it to the mainland where the terrain slopes at a forty-five- 

degree angle. This same slope would greatly facilitate the operation 

which I mention. 

If a garrison of no more than sixty men were left at the port, there is sufficient land for 

sown crops and raising livestock so that without any other assistance they would be able to live 

comfortably without leaving the limits of the fortification, where the quality of the black soil 

appears to be favorable for farming. 

The nineteenth, I left this port with a wind out of the W. 
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1 The small peninsula was Trinidad Head (lat. 41º03´N) and they were warping into the cove immediately behind it. 
Hezeta´s Tables give the latitude of the anchorage as 41º06´N. The Indians were probably Yuroks from the village 
within the cove. 
2 The Indians did not disturb the cross, for it was seen by George Vancouver in 1793 and Peter Corney in 1817. 
Apparently, the cross was first set up on the beach and then later moved to a vantage point on Trinidad Head. See 
Heizer and Mills, Four Ages, pp. 65, 101, 197 (ns. 34 and 35). 
3 There is no indication that the other deserter, José Antonio Rodrígues, returned, and thus he was probably the first 
European resident on the Northern California coast whose name and manner of arrival is known with certainty. Juan 
Pérez´s [second officer] account of this episode suggests that Hezeta was much harsher with the natives and Lorenzo 
than the captain´s own version would indicate. Pérez states: “the captain became angered and ordered the men to tie 
the deserter, and had him given two hundred lashes. All the officers of both ships resented this action, not only 
because of the punishment had been ordered in spite of the captain´s having pardoned him the morning he 
appeared.” See Heizer and Mills, Four Ages, p. 55. 
4 This river is probably the Little River, which enters the ocean about 2.3 nautical miles SE of Trinidad Head. 
Francisco Mourelle, pilot of the Sonora, says they called the river Tórtolas because of seeing a large flock of doves 
or pigeons. The birds they saw may have been mourning doves (Zenaida macroura), which are native throughout 
most of temperate North America. 
5 The Indians of the vicinity of Río de las Tórtolas -if it was in fact today´s Little River-could have been Wiyot, 
since the Little River was on the northern periphery of their territory. See Kroeber, Yurok Myths, p.4.  
6 Concerning the reference to bison, Hezeta definitely uses the Spanish word for bison, cíbolos (although spelled in 
the manuscript sources síbulos). However, as Heizer and Mills (Four Ages, p.196, n.19) suggest, he probably meant 
elk, since there is no record of bison on the California coast. 
7 Heizer and Mills (Four Ages, p.196, n.18) relieve that these cultivated tobacco plants were the same species as 
wild tobacco (Nicotiana begelovii). It is also possible that the plants mentioned were kinnikinnick (Arctostaphylos 
uva-ursi), which was the principal smoking mixture on the Northwest Coast prior to the introduction of tobacco. In 
either case, this is probably the earliest mention of smoking as practiced by Northwest Coast Indians—of which the 
Yuroks were among the southernmost representatives. 
8 These subterranean dwellings were probably sweatlodges. See Heizer and Mills, Four Ages, p.196, v.24. 
9 Probably a reference to the Coast Redwood (Sequoia sempervirens). 
10 Hezeta´s map of Trinidad Harbor shows the location of the Cañada about 650 tuesas  (3,575 ft. or 1,087 meters) 
SW of Trinidad Head. Punta Gorda (fat point) is probably what modern charts call Cape Mendocino. 
11 Hezeta was born in Bilbao on the Cantabrian coast of Northern Spain. 
12 Aguas Malas refers to the first of the señas or signs of land encountered by the navigators of the Manila galleons 
as they approached the North American coast. 
13 Porras, another of the señas, refers to a bulbous-headed, whip-like alga or Kemp (Nereocystis luetkeana) 
commonly encountered along the North American coast. 
14 Balsas, another of the señas, refers to the vegetative debris carried to sea by coastal streams. 
15 The common murre (Uria aalge) is an abundant bird along the west coast of North America, and it feeds at 
considerable distance from the coast. Hezeta´s centenares may have been murres. The parrot-like bird he describes 
is clearly one of the two species of puffins, most likely the tufted puffin (Lunda cirrhata). 


